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Sedimentation Control During Utility Work 

 by Rebecca MacLeod 

become problematic when the trench is in the middle of a 
street. The straw bales you may see placed around drains 
in town are not effective. This is an outdated practice only 
used because it is cheap. 

While the contractors have been diligent to clean up the 
results of erosion, they had no sediment control measures 
in place when the heavy rains arrived at the end of May. 
Since the work is going to continue over the rest of the 
summer, we would like to see a more aggressive protection 
of the storm drain system, which directly enters Warm 
Springs Run in many locations along the stream. 

As the work moves off the hillsides and down to the main 
part of town, sediment control will become easier to 
install. These are added costs for a contractor, and they 
often need a small push from inspectors to improve their 
efforts. The Town Water Department has been open to 
listening to concerns and answering questions, and we are 
hopeful they will step up to help keep Warm Springs Run 
as clean as possible. 

 

 
If you are driving or walking around the town over the 
next few months you will likely see streets that have 
scattered gravel and trenches. This is the result of 
replacement of the aging, public water delivery pipes in 
the area east of Washington Street. 

Utility work involves cutting and stripping the asphalt and 
removing two or more feet of rock and soil. Much of this 
spoil material is being trucked out of town and being used 
for fill on private property. After new lines are installed or 
old lines removed, some of the overburden is replaced and 
tamped. Gravel is added to the top of the trench and 
compacted. 

The lines will cross Warm Springs Run under the 
streambed through bored tunnels drilled by special 
equipment. These lines will be inside of larger protective 
lines. The bottom of the stream bed should not be 
disturbed by this tunnel, but that will be determined by the 
fractures above the shallow tunnel.  

Erosion Difficult to Control 

Utility work creates a focused type of disturbance that 
makes erosion and sediment control difficult. Typical 
measures, like a silt fence that keep disturbed soil out of a 
stream, do not work on a public street. Even the act of 
cleaning the streets with a sweeper can send up clouds of 
dust on a dry day. During heavy storms, utility trenches 
capture runoff and channelize the flow of water. The force 
of the water can easily move rock and gravel and can erode 
trenches even wider, leaving piles of gravel at the bottom 
of hills and across roads. The best methods for keeping 
sediment out of streams in utility replacement, 
unfortunately, cannot keep soil from eroding, but can 
capture it before it enters storm drains. These measures 
involve blocking 

 

 

Muddy water flowing down Fairfax St. during recent storm 
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President’s Perspective by Kate Lehman 

If you’ve been to Earth Dog Café (EDC) recently 
perhaps you’ve noticed a major difference in how 
the parking lot and environs look. Large piles of 
trash surrounding the parking lot have been 
cleaned up! 
Did the owners of these junk piles suddenly 
realized that their messes were not only an 
eyesore but a public health hazard? 
Unfortunately, that was not the case.  “So what 
did happen?” you ask. 
Paul and Suzy Allen, owners of EDC, contacted 
WSWA when they noticed that the building just 
to the south of them had a pipe leading from the 
basement to the stream. During heavy rain, dirty 
water was being discharged into the Run. Gerry 
Crispino, the DEP Environmental Inspector for 
this area, came to have a look-see. The illegal 
outflow pipe was removed. He then noticed the 
“dumps,” surrounding the parking lot, a violation 
of WV Code, Chapter 22, Article 15, Section 10. 
The owners of these properties decided to clean 
up their mess rather than face criminal penalties -
- a $2500 fine, up to one year in jail, or both. 
 We’ve long known that watershed associations 
and environmental agencies form a partnership to 
do work that neither could do alone: we know 
our community; the agencies know the law and 
have the clout to enforce it. This example takes 
us one step further, which is the vital partnership 
that can be formed between WSWA and local 
businesses.  
WSWA has an informal relationship with the 
people at EDC: they know us and how to reach 
us when they suspect a problem.  We plan to 
form similar relationships with other businesses, 
thanks to a recently cemented an agreement with 
the Eastern Panhandle Conservation District 
that will enable us to reach out to more 
businesses in a more systematic way.  
Together we can help businesses set goals that 
will make them better stewards of the Run. When 
these goals are met, we will publicly recognize 
the businesses in ways that will let the 
community know about their positive efforts. 
Everyone benefits as together we protect the Run 
from the small and potentially larger insults that 
compromise its well-being.   
 

 

 

Call for Advocacy Group 
 

I am starting a small, local, email-based 
advocacy group to help keep our politicians 
aware of our concerns about water quality 
and environmental protection. I will 
restrict my notices to only those topics 
that directly concern our issues, and will 
streamline the process by making it 
possible to make your voices heard with a 
minimum of 'clicks' by having direct links to 
petitions and letters to our legislators. 
Let's let our elected officials know that 
we are paying attention to what they are 
voting on and how they vote. 
Everyone is welcome to join, just email me 
at: pfpjeff@gmail.com to get on the list. I 
am excited about this project, and look 
forward to increasing the reach of our 
influence on issues that are dear to us. 
Thanks to those that have already signed 
up. I'll keep you posted. 

Jeff Iliff 
 
  

 
 

 

 

Gravel washed out of trench on Hageman St. 
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Teens Tell the Watershed’s Story 
by Kate Lehman 

 
WSWA and Friends of the Cacapon River 

have entered into a partnership with WV Rivers 
Coalition to equip teenagers to tell the stories of a 
watershed by creating short films. 

The teens chosen to participate in this 
program have already shown a strong interest in 
watershed protection. Their background knowledge 
will be supplemented by in-depth training by 
experts from the National Conservation Training 
Center.  

Jack Kelly, a retired public television 
documentary filmmaker, will teach participants 
various aspects of filmmaking. Over the course of 
his career, Kelly has won many accolades, most 
recently the Telly Award, which recognizes 
outstanding local, regional and cable film 
productions. As a volunteer, Jack is the director of 
the Morgan Arts Council’s (MAC) Digital Media 
Center for Community Engagement.  

The videos produced by the teens will be 
featured on Project Open Voice: Berkeley Springs 
Community Matters. Project Open Voice is a 
partnership between MAC and COMCAST to offer 
a digital PEG Channel so groups, clubs, 
associations and businesses in can share 
information, news and events about their 
organizations through the World Wide Web. In 
addition, the videos will be embedded in WSWA 
and FCR’s websites. 

The goal of creating digital stories of the 
watershed is to capture the attention of the larger 
public. It is also anticipated that the insights of 
teens will speak loudly to other teens, thereby 
creating a new generation of people interested in 
protecting our counties’ streams. 

Training will take place for a week in July. 
During that time students will utilize what they’ve 
learned by making two films. Between July and 
December, teens will create two more videos 
specifically about the stories of the watershed. Over 
the course of the year, they will be available to film 
the ongoing work of the watershed association. 
These films will also be posted on the Community 
Matters website.  

This is a pilot project, and the WV Rivers 
Coalition is seeking funding in order to duplicate it 
in communities throughout the state. 

	   

 

 

 

Gasoline Spill Impacts vs. 
Sedimentation 

The gasoline spill that occurred at 11:00 PM on November 
12, 2012, at the Sheetz convenience store at Routes 522 & 
9 raised alarms within the WSWA Stream Monitoring 
Team over the fate of Warm Springs Run (WSR). The 
gasoline flowed into Yellow Run west of Route 9 and then 
entered WSR behind Coldwell Banker Real Estate Office. 
Already designated an impaired stream, the obvious 
concern was how much more lasting damage would this 
spill cause WSR? Well, as it turned out, not that much. 

Yes, there was an immediate impact that resulted in the 
deaths of many minnows and macroinvertebrates and left 
an unpleasant aroma of eau de gasoline in that part of the 
Run; however, in the two plus years since the spill, WSR 
in the area of the Coldwell Banker monitoring site has 
recovered. See table on page 4 for monitoring data. 

What has not recovered in this same timeframe and, in 
fact, has degraded appreciably, are the two control sites 
monitored along with the actual spill site. The Stream 
Monitoring Team surveyed the impact area for benthic 
invertebrates on November 20, 2012, plus two areas 
outside of the impact area.  The Run at the Earth Dog Café 
(EDC) and the Yellow Run tributary at Sheetz were 
selected as control sites. The Team observed down stream 
of the spill that lots of fish were dead and many benthic 
invertebrates were killed; however, there were also many 
invertebrates still alive.  It should be noted that the 
WSWA’s stream monitoring crew only count live 
invertebrates during the normal spring surveys. 

On that first post-gas spill the water at the EDC control site 
was very murky.  As noted in an article in the WSWA 
Newsletter from Jan-Mar 2013 (Volume 2, Issue 1), heavy 
equipment was in the Run dredging an area at the Berkeley 
Springs High School. The dredging took place over the 
course of a couple of days and, in addition to removing the 
sediment, significant amount of vegetation was removed 
along the northwest side of the stream bank, denuding a 
large portion of the bank.  When the monitoring team 
conducted its on-going post-gasoline spill monitoring for 
2015, they noticed very little attachment sites were 
available for the invertebrates. The bottom of the stream 
was mostly fine gravel and sand, which may help explain 

          continued on page 4 
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WSWA Officers and Board Members 
 

President: Kate Lehman 304-279-0717.............goldfairy39@gmail.com 
Vice President: Betty Harmison.........................................304-258-1088 
Secretary: TBA 
Treasurer: Andy Swaim........................................39anteros@gmail.com                                                                               
Norman Dean....................................................deannorm@frontier.com  
Jeff Iliff……………………………………………..pfpjeff@gmail.com   
Larry Lower........................................................larrylower@yahoo.com 
Rebecca MacLeod……………….………………pendle35@gmail.com 
Tim Rowland………………………..…………mountain.rat@me.com 
Bob Wurster……………………………………..wursterb@gmail.com 

Michael Brooks (Web Master)………………..jm.brooks1@gmail.com 
Susan Jones (Newletter Editor)..........................wvbagend@frontier.com 

 

The Board of Directors 
generally meets every 4th 

Wednesday of the month at 
6:00pm at the Earth Dog 

Café. All members are urged 
to attend and participate. 

Join us at 5:00pm for 
dinner! 

It is a good idea to check 
Facebook for any changes 
in date, time or location! 

The numbers in the following table are based on the West Virginia Stream Condition Index 

 Site Name Survey Date Survey Date Survey Date Survey Date 

  11/20/12 4/15/13 11/4/13 5/14/15 

Control Earth Dog 72.7 60.2 51.8 54.1 

Control  Yellow Run 62.4 6.7 32.2 54.8 

Impact Coldwell 61.3 35.6 54.7 68.7 

      

 

 

West Virginia Stream Condition Index 

>80 Optimal          80-60  Suboptimal 

59.9-45 Marginal  (this range indicates a 
possible impaired stream) 

<45 Poor (Impaired stream) 

 

Spill vs. Sedimentation         continued from page 3  

why the invertebrate counts were low at this site. Norman 
Dean feels there is not enough data to reach any  definite 
conclusions, but sedimentation would appear to be causing 
longer-term problems for the Run. 

The current Index numbers at Coldwell indicate that it has 
recovered from the spill, which is great news; however, we 
need more surveys at this site in 2015 to provide us with 
more data for analysis. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  Thanks to Norman Dean for providing 

the data on our stream monitoring 
activities and his analysis of that data. 


